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a formation of metabolites. If further metabolisation is made impossible, which will mainly be due to a lack 

between the milk constituents recorded during routine milk performance testing, and veterinarian ketosis 

testing was conducted within a relevant time period before ketosis was diagnosed. To support the further 
development of early lactation ketosis, indicators on the basis of traits recorded during milk performance 

to detect a greater proportion of cows with ketosis.
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Breeding for udder health is even more important when considering the enormously increased level of milk 

cows, routine genetic evaluations are not only available for SCS and udder conformation, but also for the 

speed, and udder conformation traits were analysed. While the phenotypic relationship between milking 
speed and mastitis was only weakly pronounced, genetic correlations revealed increased mastitis occurrence 

a curvilinear relationship to mastitis. Cows with udder scores lower than 7 showed progressively increased 

a

a
correlation was found for udder depth. Teat length and thickness had intermediate optima with regard to 

slightly inwards placed teats which are of average length and thickness have less mastitis treatments. 
Mastitis, SCS, selected conformation traits and milking speed may be included in a future udder health index.


